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1. People who rely 
on AAC participate 
actively in AAC-
related activities. 

2. Widely accepted 
theoretical constructs 
are underpinnings to  
research, development 
and instructional 
strategies in AAC. 

3. AAC technologies & 
instructional strategies 
support and foster 
abilities, preferences and 
priorities of individuals 
with CCN 

4. AAC technologies 
and instructional 
strategies designed 
in ways that  
recognize unique 
roles communication 
partners play during 
interactions. 

5. AAC technologies & 
instructional strategies 
enable individuals with 
CCN to expand and 
strengthen existing 
social networks & 
relationships and fulfill 
societal roles. 

6. AAC-RERC outcomes 
realized in practical 
forms. Social validity 
determined by 
individuals with CCN,  
family members and the 
broader community. 

Blackstone, S., Williams, M.B.,  
Wilkins, D.P. (2007) 
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A5*4A0+3*B#906$3*B#9(A3%463**>#3%+#/132A3463**>#@39(+#

60%9&156&;#!%+#A01(t###

T(=#

"'$*+1(%#P$&'#""R#3%+#&'($1#

+(E(*0/A(%&#0F#60A/(&(%6$(9#

•  7'$b#F0659,#J3*H#3@05&#H$+9#P$&'#A5*4/*(#

6'3**(%2(9#P'0#@(%(f&#F10A#!!"#3%+#'0P#

$%&(13640%#A0+(*#%((+9#&0#25$+(#!!"#

1(9(316'B#6*$%$63*#/13646(#3%+#+(9$2%V#

+(E(*0/A(%&#0F#&00*9#3%+#9&13&(2$(9;#

•  :(E(*0/A(%&#0F#*3%2532(#3%+#60AA5%$6340%#

3=(6&9#36h5$9$40%#0F#60A/(&(%6$(9#361099#3**#

+0A3$%9#

r$+(0#6*$/#

•  m3&>B#8#P05*+#A3H(#h5$6H#/0$%&9#3@05&#

60A/(&(%6$(9#$%#*3%2532(##K%31134E(9V#

5Y(13%6(9VA5*4A0+3*No##60AA5%$6340%#59(#

0F#60%&(.&VT0$%&#60%9&15640%V10*(#0F#/31&%(1N#

&'3&#I31>V<(=#63%#1(F(1#&0#*3&(1#

•  "*$/#P05*+#3*90#9(1E(#&0#4(#A01(#60A/(&(%&#

!!"#59(1#&0#(31*>#+(E(*0/A(%&#0F#1(*(E3%&#

9H$**9;##

"'$*+1(%#P$&'#""R#

•  Q00+#$%&(13640%9#31(#
36'$(E3@*(;##

•  "'$*+1(%#P'0#63%d&#A0E(B#

9((B#'(31B#&3*HB#5%+(19&3%+#

'3E(#*$A$&(+#366(99#&0#

60%&(.&B#*3%2532(#A0+(*9B#

$%F01A340%B#F((+@36HB#(&6;#

•  R3&51(#0F#$%&(13640%9#31(#
+$=(1(%&#

–  u53%4&>#3%+#h53*$&>#0F#
$%&(13640%9#

–  !5&'(%46$&>#
–  a0*(#0F#/31&%(19##
–  J$A$%2#

•  I01(#0%59#0%#/31&%(19;#

–  C31&%(19#%((+#&0#E3*5(#3**#
A0+(9B#(9&3@*$9'#9'31(+#

3Y(%40%B#59(#/39&#

(./(1$(%6(9B#2(&#iA(&3Bj#

–  763=0*+$%2##
•  R((+#&00*9#&0#366(99#

*3%2532(#3%+#60AA5%$63&(#

9566(99F5**>;#

–  J00*9#63%#i2(&#$%#&'(#P3>j###

S3%2532(#:(E(*0/A(%&#

•  D932(#@39(+#&'(01>#0F#*3%2532(#
36h5$9$40%#KJ0A39(**0B#LMMXN;##

•  S3%2532(#+(E(*0/9#$%#3#906$3*#A$*$(5;#

– 7'05*+#@(#1(e(6&(+#$%#6*$%$63*#/13646(#
– S$A$&340%9#0F#G10P%d9#9&32(9Z###

– J0A39(**0B#G3&(9B#7*0@$%B#G0P(1A3%###

•  C132A3469#
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2%.$*3,*4&*5&.'*>J*:CF7DQ7#

•  C*36(B#/(0/*(B#906$3*B#65*&513*B#(A040%3*#39#

P(**#39#5Y(13%6(Z1(*3&(+#(*(A(%&9#;###

•  R&/&;.'$*),'$&P$*3&@'&3*>J*S,-'$*.O&'(,'=*
.)(;-$J=<,./+T#

I$6'3(*#G;#)$**$3A9#
7*&,)9":-,*#$!I,"V392$E;#UM#gL#

What first pops into your mind when you hear the phrase augmentative 
and alternative communication? For many people, and I include myself in 
this category, AAC conjures up high-tech speech generating devices and 
low-tech word and alphabet boards, not to mentions the strategies and 
methodologies associated with the field. 

What's wrong with this picture? There are no people in it. 

When I moved to Berkeley, California forty years ago, I fell into a group of 
people with disabilities who refused to believe they were part of the 
"medical model" of disability. They viewed themselves as people who were 
not ill and should not be viewed as such. They believed disability to be a 
social construct and demanded the right to participate in the daily activities 
of their community. What a concept! 

"0AA5%$6340%#:(E(*0/A(%&#

•  8%&(136&3%&9#60%9&156&#A(3%$%2#59$%2#

5Y(13%6(9#$%#3%+#&'1052'#3%#.O&'(,'.//JU

?0.5&3*),'$&P$T**

– l$**#$%#A$99$%2#$%F01A340%#@39(+#0%#/39&#

(./(1$(%6(9#K9'31(+#01#%0&N;##

•  !!"#(h5$/A(%&V9&13&(2$(9#63%#/10F05%+*>#

$%e5(%6(#$%&(13640%9##

•  I(3%$%2#$9#60%9&156&(+#59$%2#/132A3469##

I(3%$%2#$9#60%9&156&(+#59$%2#/132A3469;##

:(f%$%2#C132A3469#$%#!!"#

#a(390%$%2#/106(99(9#59(+#$%#3#/51/09(F5*B#

203*Z01$(%&(+#364E$&>#&'3&#'3//(%9#$%#3%+#

&'1052'#&'(#59(#0F#3%#3Y(%40%3**>ZF13A(+#

60%&(.&#3%+#(./(1$(%6(;##

# # # # #)$*H$%9B#LMM\#

Pragmatics not tied to language/utterances 

70516(9#F10A#P'$6'#051#/132A3469#

+13P#$%F01A340%#F10AO&0#1(390%#P$&'#

C'>9$63*#

"02%$4E(#

-A040%3*#

706$3*#

"5*&513*#

7'31(+#

H%0P*(+2(V#

(./(1$(%6(#

DY(13%6(,#

*$%25$946#[#

%0%#

*$%25$946#
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•  !6H%0P*(+2(#&'3&##$%&(136&3%&9#59(#$%F01A340%#

F10A#3#E31$(&>#0F#90516(9#&0#$%&(1/1(&#3%+#25$+(#

3640%;#

•  a(602%$k(#&'3&#!SS#5Y(13%6(9##31(#60%9&156&(+#
3%+#$%e5(%6(+#@>#9H$**9#0F#$%&(136&3%&9B#

(A040%B#9'31(+#1(F(1(%6(V#(./(1$(%6(B#39#P(**#

39#!!"#&(6'%0*02$(9B#&00*9#3%+#9&13&(2$(9#

"0%9&156&#0F#/132A3469#%((+9#&0##

8%&(13640%#I0+(*#@39(+#0%#

1(*(E3%&#&'(01(463*#60%9&156&9#1(,#

S3%2532(#3%+#"0AA5%$6340%B#

DY(13%6(9B#<0$%&#3Y(%40%B#

C132A3469O#

8%&10+56#I31>##

•  8A/01&3%6(#0F#(9&3@*$9'$%2#3%+#A3$%&3$%$%2#

T0$%&#3Y(%40%#

•  -.3A/*(9#0F#'0P#/10213AB#399(99A(%&B#

$%&(1E(%40%#9&13&(2$(9#3%+#&00*9#1(e(6&#

6511(%&#&'(01(463*#60%9&156&9#!R:#63%#$A/36&#

05&60A(9#F01#6'$*+1(%#P$&'#9$2%$f63%&#

60AA5%$6340%#6'3**(%2(9;##

<(=#)13/9#D/#

•  )'3&#31(#A3$%#/0$%&9W#

•  ?0P#+0(9#P'3&#P(dE(#93$+#3//*>#i$%#&'(#P$*+j#
&0#1(9(316'B#/13646(B#+(E(*0/A(%&#0F#&00*9V

9&13&(2$(9W#

•  ?0P#+0(9#P'3&#P(dE(#93$+#3//*>#&0#203*9#0F#
i35&'(%46#906$3*#$%&(13640%9j#

:$9631+(+#9*$+(9#
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7&(//$%2#G(>0%+#J13+$40%3*#:(f%$40%9#

•  l01A3*#60+(#K*3%2532(N#0%*>#0%(#(*(A(%&#

•  I(3%$%29#31(#%0&#1(&1$(E3@*(#&'1052'#+(60+$%2#

3*0%(#3%+#A3>#%((+#&0#@(#%(2043&(+;#

•  "0AA5%$6340%#$%E0*E(9#3#&13+(Z0=#@(&P((%#

(=01&#(./(%+(+#3%+#$%F01A340%#23$%(+;##

–  "(1&3$%#!!"#9>9&(A9#A3>#1(h5$1(#A01(#(=01&OJ'$9#

A3>#(./*3$%#P'>#9>9&(A9#&'3&#31(#@($%2#&352'&#31(#%0&#

3*P3>9#59(+;#

–  70A(#9>9&(A9#$A/09(#'(3E>#*03+9#0%#P01H$%2#

A(A01>#3%+#3=(6&#9(*(64E(#3Y(%40%;# # ##

(Relevance Theory: Grove, Clibbens, Barnett & Loncke, 1998) 

S3%2532(B#"0AA5%$6340%B#C132A3469#3%+#!!"#
•  :-r-SpCI-RJ#0F#*3%2532(#3%+#60AA5%$6340%#F01#

6'$*+1(%#P$&'#""R;##

–  7'05*+#@(#2105%+(+#$%#P$+(*>#366(/&(+#&'(01(463*#60%9&156&9;##
•  :(&(1A$%(9##

–  )'3&d9#$A/01&3%&#

–  )'0#3%+#P'3&#P(#$%6*5+(#V#+0%d&#$%6*5+(#$%#051#
1(60AA(%+340%9V#203*9V#&1(3&A(%&#/*3%9#V+(f%$40%#0F#9566(99#

–  )'3&#P(#6'009(#&0#A(3951(V+065A(%&#KF10A#399(99A(%&#
&'1052'#05&60A(9N###

–  ?0P#P(#+(9$2%#&00*9#3%+#9&13&(2$(9W#
–  )'3&#P(#&(36'#0&'(19#$%#051#60519(9B#P01H9'0/9B#6*399(9W##

–  !%+#90#0%#

R((+#&0#(.3A$%(#051#&'(01(463*#

60%9&156&9#$%#*$2'&#0F#(E$+(%6(#

•  "0%9&156&9#5%+(1*$(#'0P#P(#0/(13&(B#31(#
3//*$(+#$%#051#P01H#3%+#'(*/#59#(E3*53&(#051#

05&60A(9;#

•  J00#0b(%#P(#9((#P01H#&'3&#1(e(6&9#
5%(.3A$%(+#V#5%+(f%(+#V#05&+3&(+#

&'(01(463*#60%9&156&9#

J'(#a('3@$*$&340%#-%2$%((1$%2#a(9(316'#"(%&(1#

0%#"0AA5%$6340%#-%'3%6(A(%&#K!!"Za-a"N#$9#

F5%+(+#5%+(1#213%&#g?UXX-M^MMUU#F10A#&'(#

R340%3*#8%94&5&(#0%#:$93@$*$&>#3%+#

a('3@$*$&340%#a(9(316'#KR8:aaN#$%#&'(#D;7;#

:(/31&A(%&#0F#-+56340%v9#pw6(#0F#7/(6$3*#

-+56340%#3%+#a('3@$*$&34E(#7(1E$6(9#Kp7-a7N;#


