
QUICK TIPS 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 

This PowerPoint template requires basic PowerPoint (version 
2007 or newer) skills. Below is a list of commonly asked 
questions specific to this template.  
If you are using an older version of PowerPoint some template 
features may not work properly. 

 

Using the template 
 

Verifying the quality of your graphics 
Go to the VIEW menu and click on ZOOM to set your preferred 
magnification. This template is at 50% the size of the final 
poster. All text and graphics will be printed at 200% their size. 
To see what your poster will look like when printed, set the 
zoom to 200% and evaluate the quality of all your graphics and 
photos before you submit your poster for printing. 
 
Using the placeholders 
To add text to this template click inside a placeholder and type 
in or paste your text. To move a placeholder, click on it once 
(to select it), place your cursor on its frame and your cursor 
will change to this symbol:         Then, click once and drag it to 
its new location where you can resize it as needed. Additional 
placeholders can be found on the left side of this template. 
 
Modifying the layout 
This template has four different  
column layouts. Right-click your  
mouse on the background and  
click on “Layout” to see the layout  
options.  The columns in the provided layouts are fixed and 
cannot be moved but advanced users can modify any layout by 
going to VIEW and then SLIDE MASTER. 
 
Importing text and graphics from external sources 
TEXT: Paste or type your text into a pre-existing placeholder or 
drag in a new placeholder from the left side of the template. 
Move it anywhere as needed. 
PHOTOS: Drag in a picture placeholder, size it first, click in it 
and insert a photo from the menu. 
TABLES: You can copy and paste a table from an external 
document onto this poster template. To adjust  the way the 
text fits within the cells of a table that has been pasted, right-
click on the table, click FORMAT SHAPE  then click on TEXT BOX 
and change the INTERNAL MARGIN values to 0.25 
 
Modifying the color scheme 
To change the color scheme of this template go to the “Design” 
menu and click on “Colors”. You can choose from the provide 
color combinations or you can create your own. 

QUICK DESIGN GUIDE 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 

 
This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 42”x72” 
professional  poster. It will save you valuable time placing 
titles, subtitles, text, and graphics.  
 
Use it to create your presentation. Then send it to 
PosterPresentations.com for premium quality, same day 
affordable printing. 
 
We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you 
through the poster design process and answer your poster 
production questions.  
 
View our online tutorials at: 
 http://bit.ly/Poster_creation_help  
(copy and paste the link into your web browser). 
 
For assistance and to order your printed poster call 

PosterPresentations.com at 1.866.649.3004 
 
 

Object Placeholders 
 

Use the placeholders provided below to add new elements to 
your poster: Drag a placeholder onto the poster area, size it, 
and click it to edit. 
 
Section Header placeholder 
Move this preformatted section header placeholder to the 
poster area to add another section header. Use section headers 
to separate topics or concepts within your presentation.  
 
 
Text placeholder 
Move this preformatted text placeholder to the poster to add a 
new body of text. 
 
 
Picture placeholder 
Move this graphic placeholder onto your poster, size it first, 
and then click it to add a picture to the poster. 
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The AAC-RERC Writers Brigade is a project of the 
RERC on Communication Enhancement (AAC-
RERC). It was developed by  Johana Schwartz and 
Sarah Blackstone in 2003 as a knowledge 
translation tool for the AAC-RERC, and in response 
to findings that people with complex communication 
needs often are unemployed or underemployed. 
David McNaughton and Pamela Kennedy are now 
implementing the Writers Brigade, with a special 
emphasis on internet publications. 

Introduction 

Objectives 

1.  Increase active participation of 
individuals who use AAC  

1.1) Writers Brigade is managed by, and comprised 
of, individuals who rely on AAC. 
 

1.2) Members of the Writers Brigade are paid to write 
articles about the AAC-RERC for both electronic 
and non-electronic media. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Develop technical writing skills of 
individuals who use AAC 
 
2.1) Writers Brigade participants have had a variety 
of educational experiences 
 
2.2) Manager (Pam Kennedy) provides scaffolded 
instruction to build the technical writing skills of 
participants 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prewrite	  
DraC	  for	  
evalua.on	  

	  $$$	  

Revisions	  
	  $$$	  

Postwrite
	  	  $$$	  

Publish	  
	  $$$	  

Scaffolded Support for Writing 
•  Identify a topic 
•  Gather information 
•  Write with an audience in mind 

–  Multiple drafts  
–  Multiple edits 

•  Maintain a positive attitude 
 
3. Build Employment Skills & 
Networks 
 
3.1) Employment Skills  

–  Improved writing skills 
–  Improved confidence 

 
3.2) Employment Networks (2004-08) 

–  Employed Full Time = 1 
–  Employed Part Time = 5 
–  Unemployed = 6 (5 not looking) 

 

 
4. Increase public awareness and 
knowledge of AAC-RERC 
 
4.1) Publications in 

–  Magazines 
–  Newspapers 
–  Journals 
–  Newsletters 
–  Online resources 

 

Selected Participants 
Leigh Lightholder 
Being a part of the WB has given me 
the opportunity to achieve my 
dreams and gain a stronger voice in 
the augmentative and alternative 
communication (AAC) industry 
 
Godfrey Nazareth 
Advances in technology, combined 
with the indomitable Human Spirit to 
persevere, innovate and overcome 
are making it increasingly possible to 
enable and empower individuals with 
disabilities. Becoming a member of 
the AAC Writers  Brigade gives me a 
platform to contribute and share my 
unique perspective as a biomedical 
engineer on the cutting edge of 
science and a user of assistive 
technology.  

To Find Out More 

Step-by-step guide to setting up a 
Writers Brigade, available at 
http:aac-rerc.org 
 

The AAC-RERC Writers Brigade has 
four major objectives:  
 

1.  Increase active participation of individuals 
who use AAC in the dissemination activities 
of the AAC-RERC 
 

2.  Develop technical writing skills of individuals 
who use AAC 
 

3.  Build employment skills and networks of 
individuals who use AAC 
 

4.  Increase public awareness and knowledge of 
AAC-RERC activities 

 

Writers Brigade Manual 

Pam	  Kennedy	  &	  David	  McNaughton	  
AAC-‐RERC,	  Penn	  State	  University	  

The	  AAC-‐RERC	  	  Writers	  Brigade	  

•  http:aac-rerc.org 
•  Email Pam Kennedy at 

pamkennedywb@gmail.com 
 

The Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center on Communication 
Enhancement (AAC-RERC)  is funded under grant #H133E080011 from the 
National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) in the U.S. 
Department of Education's Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative 
Services (OSERS). 


